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Basic Polish legal acts concerning
international cooperation of the regions

1.   Constitution of Poland and their regulations on the
participation of the voivodeships in the international 
cooperation.

2. Laws on self-government of the: voivodeships, 
districts and municipalities.

3. Law on the principles of joining the international 
associations of local and regional communities by the
units of territorial self-government.



Agreements on international and cross-
border cooperation ratified by Poland

•• EuropeanEuropean Charter of Charter of TerritorialTerritorial SelfSelf--governmentgovernment
•• EuropeanEuropean OutlineOutline ConventionConvention on on transfrontiertransfrontier

cooperationcooperation betweenbetween territorialterritorial communitiescommunities andand
authoritiesauthorities ((MadridMadrid ConventionConvention))

•• EuropeanEuropean Charter of Charter of BorderBorder andand CrossCross--BorderBorder
RegionsRegions

•• EuropeanEuropean Charter of Charter of RegionalRegional SelfSelf--governmentgovernment



Documents and forms of cooperation on the
non-central level (1)

TheThe mainmain role role inin thisthis processprocess playplay thethe voivodeshipsvoivodeships
institutionsinstitutions whowho prepareprepare following following documentsdocuments::

•• DevelopmentDevelopment strategiesstrategies whosewhose importantimportant elementselements areare
thethe topicstopics of international of international andand crosscross--borderborder cooperationcooperation

•• Priorities of Priorities of developmentdevelopment of of thethe international international 
cooperationcooperation



Documents and forms of cooperation on the
non-central level (2)

VeryVery activeactive institutionsinstitutions engagedengaged inin thethe implementationimplementation of of thethe cross cross 
borderborder cooperationcooperation inin casecase of of thethe PolishPolish borders borders areare euroregionseuroregions..

• At this moment there are 17 euroregions along all Polish borders
• They are operating since 1991, first were established on Polish-German border
• Euroregions on the Polish side function in the legal form of voluntary associations

The other institution with limited participation of central level
authorities are common intergovernmental committees on cross-border
cooperation (except of representatives of the ministries there are also
members of regional and local authorities and institutions involved in
CBC activities). They are established on the base of bilateral agreemets
between Poland and its neighbours.



The role of institutions in the implementation of cross-
border programmes within the framework of 

INTERREG III Initiative (1)

•• InstitutionInstitution of central of central levellevel (2003(2003--Ministry of Ministry of Economy,LabourEconomy,Labour andand
Social Social affairsaffairs) ) playedplayed a a leadingleading role role inin thethe processprocess of of programmingprogramming; ; 
inin thesethese actionsactions werewere alsoalso engagedengaged representativesrepresentatives of of selfself--governmentgovernment
authoritiesauthorities fromfrom thethe voivodeshipsvoivodeships andand membersmembers of of thethe euroregionseuroregions

•• In In thethe phasephase of of implementationimplementation of of thethe programmesprogrammes institutioninstitution of of thethe
central central levellevel ((nownow Ministry of Ministry of RegionalRegional DevelopmentDevelopment) ) worksworks as as thethe
ManagingManaging AuthorityAuthority oror NationalNational AuthorityAuthority closeclose cooperatingcooperating withwith thethe
MAMA

•• As As thethe PayingPaying oror SubpayingSubpaying AuthorityAuthority actsacts thethe PolishPolish Ministry of Ministry of 
FinanceFinance



The role of institutions in the implementation of cross-
border programmes within the framework of 

INTERREG III Initiative (2)

•• VoivodeshipsVoivodeships OfficesOffices areare involvedinvolved inin thethe processprocess of of 
contractingcontracting as as thethe intermediateintermediate bodiesbodies

•• In In thethe casecase of  of  microprojectsmicroprojects fundsfunds significantsignificant role role playplay
euroregionseuroregions whowho areare responsibleresponsible for for implementationimplementation of of thethe
projectsprojects afterafter submittingsubmitting „„umbrellaumbrella”” applicationsapplications

•• In In thethe MarshalMarshal VoivodeshipsVoivodeships OfficesOffices workwork regionalregional infoinfo
pointspoints whowho areare responsibleresponsible for for consultancyconsultancy andand informationinformation
for for beneficiariesbeneficiaries



Institutional system of implementation of cross-
border programmes under the European

Territorial Cooperation 2007-2013

• As the Managing or National Authority will act INTERREG 
Initiative Department of the Ministry of Regional Development

• The role of Certifying Authority will play the other, separated
department in MRD whose responsibilities are concerning
certification of expenditures

• Audit Authority – General Inspector of Fiscal Control and
members of Group of Auditors

• Regional info points - Marshal Voivodeships Offices
• Euroregions responsible for managing the microprojects funds



Participation of non-central authorities in the
process of programming and implementation of 

the programmes

• They participate with the equal rights in the work of Joint 
Task Forces as their members (representatives of the
Marshal Voivodeships Offices) 

• They will be taking part in the work of Monitoring and
Steering Commitees of the Programmes



European Groupings of Territorial
Cooperation

• Poland treat this inititiave as an interesting tool in
the implementation

• At the moment there are discussions and analysis
on concrete measures and provisions on EGTC 
adoption to the national law

• In the future it is possible to use the EGTC 
instrument in the process of project, but not 
programmes management
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