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Live lab Helsinki 
a laboratory of urban media culture to Helsinki 

m-cult centre for new media culture

A COLLABORATION CASE



live lab helsinki - tallinn

Creates a collaborative platform for local and international actors in culture and technology

Develops social and cultural innovations by supporting the creativity of producers and citizens 
and by enforcing a social approach to information society development

Accelerates exchanges between production, research and development in the creation of new 
competences, applications and services

Promotes cultural exchange and export by promoting  finnish cultural innovations, mobility and 
international skills exchange

The Live lab concept has been initiated by m-cult centre for new media culture



Concept: the lab
A collaborative environment for exchanges between research, development and content 

production

A multi-channel environment integrated to physical facilities

Experimental testbed for participatory applications with special focus on community based 
content  

Production- and development support for audiovisual content creators from arts, civil society 
organisations and SMEs

Local and global skills exchange accelerated by workshops, expert meetings, international 
residencies and master classes



Concept: participation
The Live lab concept is based on multi-disciplinary, cross-sector interaction.  

For citizens and civil society groups the Live lab offers possibilities to participate in social issues 
debates, and in development, validation and production of media platforms and contents.

For artists and developmers the Live lab offers a collaborative, international environment  for 
project development, testing and delivery of contents.  

For the Estonian - Finnish society the Live lab develops, applies and evaluates methods for 
participatory design and democracy. .



Network
Concept and coordination:  m-cult

Cultural producers, small companies and civil society organisations
Cultural events and arts organisaitons, media-and cultural producers in companies and communities, local and civil 

society associations

Research partners
HIIT Helsinki Institute for Information Technology; VTT Media; CKIR/HKKK Centre for
Knowledge and Innovation Research; LUME Crucible; Helsinki university;
Tallinn University, Dept. of Informatics

Cultural partners
Centers for new media culture in Tallinn, Riga, Nordic countries, Europe, India, Canada, etc.

Corporate partners
Dimes and Forum Virium clusters
Nokia, Ilmarinen, Hewlett-Packard, Elisa, HTV, YLE

Public partners
Uusimaa regional council, Government7s Information society programme, Culminatum, City of Helsinki, TEKES, 

ministries
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